
 

 

15th July 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Universal Free School Meals – Important Update for September 2025 

We are pleased to share some updates regarding school lunches from September 2025. 
All children from Reception to Year 6 will continue to receive a free, nutritious school 
lunch every day, as part of the government’s Universal Free School Meals (UFSM) 
scheme for Reception, Year 1, and Year 2, and the Mayor of London’s Free School Meals 
initiative for Years 3 to 6. 

We understand that, with busy lives, many parents and carers sometimes forget to book 
meals in advance. To help make life a little easier, we are changing how school lunch 
bookings are managed. 

From September, every child will automatically have a lunch booked for them each 
day. This default option will be a vegetarian meal. 

If you would prefer your child to have a different option – such as a meat meal, halal 
meal, jacket potato, or if you plan to send a packed lunch from home – you will need to 
log in to Scopay to update your child’s meal preferences. 

Key Points to Note: 
 

• All children will automatically be provided with a vegetarian school lunch each 
day 

• To select an alternative meal option please use Scopay. Please see below the 
Meal Code as shown on Scopay: 

o M: Meat – Purple 
o Y: Halal – Yellow 
o G: Vegetarian – Green 
o P: Packed lunch from home – Grey 
o J: Jacket Potato – Brown 

• If you do not want your child to receive a free school meal and intend to 
provide a packed lunch every day, please email 
welfare@marlborough.hounslow.sch.uk so that a bulk opt-out can be applied. 
If you later wish to opt your child back in to school meals, you will need to 
contact the welfare team again. 

 
Why This Matters: 
 

• Healthy, balanced meals support children’s concentration, wellbeing, and 
learning. 



 

 

• All meals are provided at no cost to families. 
• This new system is more convenient and ensures no child misses out on a 

nutritious lunch. 

This letter is intended to give families advance notice of the upcoming changes. A 
further reminder communication will be sent at the beginning of September. 

We encourage all families to take full advantage of this initiative. If you have any 
questions, please contact the school office. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Mrs N McKeever 
Acting Headteacher 


